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General Admissions Policy

Makuhari International School is dedicated to serving Japanese Returnee children and dual
nationality and non-Japanese children in the Chiba area and further afield, who wish to
pursue an education based around skills and concepts found within the Japanese Curriculum.
Admission applications are reviewed and decided on by the Head and Deputy Head of School.
The Head of School will make initial year placement decisions.

Children accepted to Makuhari International School are expected to show:

e The ability to function in an English Language and Learning environment.
e The appropriate level of educational aptitude and skills required at each year level.

Enrolment Procedure

Parents should fill out the Application Form. This can be is collected from the school office, or
alternatively e-mailed to a prospective applicant, and then returned to the school together with
a copy of the Child’s passport, a copy of their birth certificate and any records, references or
test results from the previous school which the child attended. If we feel a child is appropriate
for joining Makuhari International School, a subsequent ‘test’ will be organised. However, this
‘test’ 1s unlikely for children in Kindergarten 1 or 2 where a meeting with the Head or Deputy
1s more likely to take the place of a test. Where a child is accepted for testing/interviewing, a
fee of ¥20,000 is paid to the school.

In certain situations, after a test, a follow up interview might be arranged with the Head or
Deputy Head of School. When deemed necessary a Trial Day may be organised in order to
make clearer the child’s suitability for entering Makuhari International School.

In almost all cases, a child will be placed in the relevant Grade (dependant on their
chronological age). However, if requested, or deemed necessary by the Head/Deputy Head of
School and/or class teacher, a child may be accepted into a class one year below their
chronological age. It is extremely unlikely that any child would be put in a class one year above
their chronological age.

An offer of a place will either be made or not — in writing. Any decision made by the Head of
School is final. If a place is not offered, advice and further information may be supplied to the
child’s parents.

All fees are payable immediately on entry to the school.

A child may leave the school for up to 3 months and a place will be held open for them, as long
as tuition fees are paid for the period of absence. During the absence, the child is expected to
attend an appropriate school, with documentation of such attendance required upon return to
Makuhari International School. Any period of longer than 3 months will be up to the
discretion of the Head of School.
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Makuhari International School will accept children with Learning Difficulties if we feel that
we can support them and provide a meaningful education for them. Admission for students
with Learning Difficulties is on a case-by-case basis.

For April 2009, we are initially only accepting children from Kindergarten 1 (age 3) to Grade 4
(age 9).

Enrolment Priority

Makuhari is open to all children who can benefit from the international education offered
regardless of gender, culture, nationality or religion. The school will aim to admit children in
each school year up to, but not exceeding the school’s standard number of twenty (20) in
Kindergarten classes and twenty four (24) in Grades 1 to 6 classes.

The following criteria (in order of priority) will be used to ascertain which children can be
admitted to Makuhari International School.

1. Non Japanese or dual nationality children (with some English ability) who have
recently arrived in Japan OR Japanese returnee children who have recently returned,
within a year, to Japan.

2. Non Japanese children (with some English ability) or dual nationality, currently living
in Japan who wish to move to Makuhari International School, from another
International school OR Japanese children who have returned to Japan more than one
year ago (and lived abroad for more than six months) and have some English ability.
(This last criterion will depend to a certain extent on how recently this was and how
good a child’s English understanding is and their ability to fit into Makuhari
International School.)

3. Non Japanese or dual nationality children who have never been in an International
School environment or Japanese children who wish to move from another International
school within Japan.

In all cases, it is the expectation that at least one of the child’s parents will speak and
understand English well enough to take part in their child’s education fully.

Role of Parents

Makuhari International School expects parents to:

e Pay tuition fees promptly in accordance with the Tuition Fees Policy.
e Take an active role in the life of the school
e Be able to communicate with the teachers and staff in English

e Be willing to work with the child at home (i.e. encourage reading, help with homework,
etc.)
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